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How did we come to know this may be a problem?

Observation that addiction consult service patients on MOUD were 
being denied for placement at a SNF resulting in :

• Increased length of stay in hospital
• Premature disposition to home with services
• Shunting to our acute inpatient rehab at SMH

Care coordinator feedback that a particular SNF does not have a x-
waiver provider  or denied for another unrelated reason 

**this was evening happening for patients on buprenorphine for primary 
indication of pain



What barriers were identified

Buprenorphine specific concerns
• Lack of X waiver certification
• Cost
• Unclear how to use this 

medication for OUD 
• Concern of how to treat pain for 

patients on buprenorphine
• Linkage to outpatient follow up 

Behavioral concerns 
• Pain seeking behaviors
• Smoking
• Mental health comorbidities

Legal concerns
• Use of illegal substance
• Overdose 
• Diversion



How can we work better with nursing facilities to 
improve care for patients who take MOUD?

• Physician education 
x waiver training
medical director meetings

• Nursing education
Q&A sessions

• Disseminating protocols to all 
parts of care coordination teams, 
including legal consult

• Provide consultation support
• Buprenorphine dose 

adjustment concerns
• Pain management 

recommendations
• Support referrals to outpatient 

treatment programs if not 
established prior to placement



QUESTIONS?

Jade_Malcho@urmc.rochester.edu


