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DISCLOSURES

 No financial or commercial disclosures to report

 Treat patients with Substance Use Disorders with medications



Leading up 
to 2021

 COVID and its fallout of increased, 
widespread economic and emotional 
distress 

 Killing of George Floyd with ensuing 
national attention focused on racial 
injustice and inequities

 Worsening overdose crisis 

 Impact of last four years on federal 
government 

 Polarized election with narrow 
Congressional margins



Biden Plan to End the Opioid Crisis

 Acknowledges 
polysubstance 
use spectrum

 Explicitly calls 
out addiction 
as a disease

 Equity lens 
throughout

 5 areas to highlight:
 Parity implementation and enforcement

 Workforce 

 Accountability for actors contributing to 
prescription opioid crisis

 Resources for a comprehensive approach 

 $125 billion investment over 10 years in 
grant funds

 Double HEAL initiative funding

 Universal access to MOUD by 2025: 
remove “undue restrictions” on 
buprenorphine and review methadone 
regulations

https://joebiden.com/opioidcrisis/

https://joebiden.com/opioidcrisis/


Administrative Action on 
Buprenorphine Waiver



Congressional Action on 
Buprenorphine Waiver

 Mainstreaming Addiction Treatment (MAT) Act
 Rep Tonko (NY)

 Sen Hassan (NH)

 Medication Access and Training Expansion (MATE) Act
 Rep Trahan (MA)

 Sen Bennett (CO)/Sen Collins (Maine)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Schumer key sponsor of 2018 SUPPORT Act
Gillibrand sponsor of Family Support Services Act





Biden-Harris Platform Crosses 
Continuum of Behavioral  Health 

Prevention Harm 
Reduction Treatment Recovery



988 –
National 
Behavioral 
Health 
Emergency 
Number

 Modeled after 911

 Builds on network of local suicide 
prevention call centers

 Dispatches  mobile crisis services instead 
of law enforcement

 Links to community services rather than 
jail or unnecessary ED

 Sustained by small fee on wireless mobile 
customers as per state law



QUESTIONS?
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