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Who Am I?

• Received my Masters in Political Economy 

from Georgetown/ULB in 2020

• Worked previously for the Florida 

Chapter of the American College of 

Physicians in government relations at the 

state level

• Now the Specialist for Government 

Relations and Advocacy at ASAM for the 

East



Today’s Presentation
• Treatment in correctional 

settings

• Creation of an opioid settlement 

fund 

• Regional trends from the 

Northeast



New Policy 
Statements

• On July 15, 2020, ASAM’s Board of Directors voted to approve 
a new public policy statement on Treatment of Opioid Use 
Disorder in Correctional Settings.

• Read more here

• On January 20, 2021, ASAM’s Board of Directors voted to 
approve a new public policy statement on Access to 
Medications for Addiction Treatment for Persons Under 
Community Correctional Control

• Read more here
Vice Chair: Randolph 
Holmes, MD, FASAM 

Chair: Jeff Selzer, MD, 
DFASAM

https://www.asam.org/advocacy/find-a-policy-statement/view-policy-statement/public-policy-statements/2020/07/16/asam-public-policy-statement-on-treatment-of-opioid-use-disorder-in-correctional-settings
https://www.asam.org/advocacy/find-a-policy-statement/view-policy-statement/public-policy-statements/2021/01/25/access-to-medications-for-addiction-treatment-for-persons-under-community-correctional-control


NY Criminal Legal 
System and MOUD
• Rikers Island jail in NYC has provided methadone for 

decades

• NY bill that would have ensured access to MOUD in all jails 

and prisons failed to pass the state legislature in 2019

• This did not stop expansion of MOUD to 6 state 

prisons (methadone to people already on 

methadone w/sentences less than 2 years)

• As of August 2019, 42 jails in New York State offered 

long-acting injectable naltrexone and about 10-15 offered 

methadone and/or buprenorphine



ALBANY COUNTY CORRECTIONS AND 
REHABILITATION SERVICES CENTER

Read more here

https://oneill.law.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/Applying-the-Evidence-Report-1.pdf


Current Efforts for MAT 
in Prisons and Jails

New York uses federal State Opioid Response 
(SOR) funds and state moneys to help local county 
jails and several state prisons begin programs 
providing MOUD and other treatment services.

NY A 533/ NY S 1795
• Requires all inmates to be screened for SUDs 

upon arriving in jail or prison
• Prohibits withholding medical treatment from 

inmates for any non-medical reason
• This includes all FDA approved treatments 

being available to each patient
• Would create services helping those with 

SUDs create strategies to find treatment upon 
release

• All decisions about medical treatment must be 
made by a qualified healthcare professional

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/A533
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S1795


Post-Release Treatment and Monitoring
• NY S 1795

• Would help transition patients from care in correctional facilities to 
outside facilities upon release

• Provides Education about enrolling in Medicaid and housing after release
• Also provides for a 1-week supply of medication to cover any lapse in treatment

• NY A 540
• Would create a monitoring system to gauge efficacy of the SUD 

treatment programs within these contexts
• Includes monitoring what percentage of incarcerated persons are screened for SUD 

and then treated
• Includes monitoring the retention rates of the treatment programs within the 

correctional system

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S1795
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2017/A540


Opioid Settlement 
Funds Background
• Not the first major settlement of its kind, this was 

done before in 1998 in response to litigation against 
tobacco companies

• Still being paid, but in many states only 3% of funds 
are being used for tobacco use prevention

• ASAM along with 30 other organizations endorsed a 
list of principles on how to spend these incoming 
funds:

• Spend money on saving lives
• Use evidence to guide spending
• Invest in youth protection
• Focus on racial equity
• Develop a fair and transparent process for deciding 

where to spend the funding

https://opioidprinciples.jhsph.edu/


Opioid Settlement 
Funds - Efforts in NY 

NY A 2466

• Would keep separate Opioid litigation settlement funds from all 

other funds; bill specifies allowable uses

• Would expand youth education programs

• Would establish an appointed committee, reflecting diversity

• Would require programs to be culturally competent to increase 

efficacy in minority communities

• Would fund treatment programs and housing for those with OUD 

that are experiencing homelessness

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/A2466


Regional trends for the 
Northeast
• Expansion of cannabis used for medical purposes has been 

growing across the Northeast including in New York

• Expansion of telehealth use and coverage due to the ongoing 

pandemic

• Opioid Settlement Fund mechanisms are popping up in response 

to the litigation



Remember to register for ASAM’s 
2021 Virtual Addiction Medicine 
Advocacy Conference on March 

22-23!



Questions?
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